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Abstract 

Comic start to gain popularity and many people start to read it for different purpose. In 

education field, researchers tried to see the potential of comic in improving student’s ability in 

many areas. This study aimed to investigate the effect of using comic to gain incidental 

vocabulary, specifically in at-home situation where people usually read a comic. A pretest-

posttest design was administered to 34 junior high school students in Thailand. A VKS 

(Vocabulary Knowledge Scale) was used to assess their result about 15 target vocabularies. 

The control group only read the comic while the experimental group read and listen to the 

comic. The result proved that the students who learned incidental vocabulary through reading 

and listening obtained better score than the students who were only reading. The students who 

read and listen obtained mean score of 33.94 while the students who only read obtained 25.06 

during the post-test. It can be concluded that students who learned incidental vocabulary 

learning through comic by reading and listening gained better vocabulary than those who did 

not. 

Keywords: audio-assisted reading, incidental vocabulary, comic, EFL, vocabulary gain, 

outside classroom 

Introduction 

 Comic is one of educational tool that people began to use in academical context  

(Akcanca 2020). Many people tried to use comic as one of the teaching media because comic 

becoming to be more popular and suitable for any range of age. Other than that, comic has been 

used to teach children to adult using different genre according to their needs, which greatly 

valuable (Mustikasari et al. 2020; Sari et al. 2021; Vasileva and Golubev 2019). Normally, the 

topics are presented using common materials like text, but by using comic a better experience 

could be obtained when reading the materials. Since comic has visual element or picture, it 

could also aid students in comprehending the story easier than just normal text or passage. 
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 In general, reading comic usually done during leisure time, or outside of school. This 

reveals that outside classroom teaching and learning can present and provide interesting 

atmosphere. Ainun Munzilin et al. (2021) suggest that learning outside the classroom creates 

interesting and fun activities. People read literary work like comic, novel, poem, story, and 

more during leisure time. They also read something like texts, e-mails, religious books, and 

more (Neugebauer 2013). A study in USA about middle schooler’s reading motivation and 

how their behaviour changes over time indicated that their motivation to read increased and 

they get used to read outside of school (Cantrell et al. 2018). It can be concluded that building 

a reading habit for students outside of school is beneficial for them as it can make them get 

used to read more often. 
 Despite many research done in similar topic, there has been very little information about 

research covering incidental vocabulary learning through comic in at-home setting. This study 

aims to seek an opportunity to explore this area to see the prospect of incidental vocabulary 

learning using comic in at-home setting. 

Literature Review 

Incidental Vocabulary Learning Through Comic 

 There are two ways of how to learn vocabulary, it could be by intentionally learn it or 

incidentally. Intentional vocabulary learning means that the learners have the intention to learn 

it through multiple ways. While incidental vocabulary learning means that it’s a by-product of 

meaning-focused activity (Stuart Webb, 2020). Webb also mentioned that reading for obtaining 

information, enjoyment, or interest could help to improve incidental vocabulary learning. 

Comic is one of teaching materials which could intrigue the students to learn has been used to 

teach students in many areas including language. Not only that, previous researchers also 

investigated incidental vocabulary through comic, which shown a positive result (Aliyar and 

Peter 2022; Arast and Gorjian 2016). 

 However, even with empirical evidence that incidental vocabulary learning through 

comic has positive result, the previous research only covering within school environment. It 

still remains unclear when it comes to at-home setting. In classroom setting, the students 

normally learn intentionally, and with clear and direct instructions. However, in at-home setting 

there are many different factors that could be considered such as indirect instruction, 

supervision, and more. This is why this study tried to explore the prospect of incidental 

vocabulary learning using comic in at-home setting. 

Audio-Assisted Reading 

 Audio-assisted reading now becoming more accessible due to the advancement of 

technology. Audio-assisted reading proved to make the students perform better and get better 

result than silent reading (Chang and Millett 2015; Milliner 2019). There are many benefits to 

the students could obtain by implementing audio-assisted reading like make the reading more 

interesting. Not only that, audio-assisted reading could also help the students to recognise the 
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sound of the words, or the way of how the words pronounced (Kirchhoff and Mision 2022; 

Nakashima, Stephens, and Kamata 2018). It can also help as scaffolding to improve student’s 

comprehension (Kirchhoff and Mision 2022).  

 Audio-assisted reading as a media for teaching and learning has also been used for 

extensive reading to support students’ comprehension. This media can assist teacher and 

students to increase teaching quality as well as learning process. As suggested by Masuqi et al. 

(2021) who claim that the use of media in the teaching and learning process can improve 

competence teacher professionalism which will have a positive impact on improving the 

quality of students. It means that items like novel, comic, etc would also be benefitted from 

using audio-assisted reading, especially EFL students who need more exposure to the 

phonological of the language. However, the latest research which covering incidental 

vocabulary learning trough comic still has not considered this. That is why, in this study the 

author would like to see how audio-assisted reading in comic help the student to develop their 

vocabulary. This study aims at finding out the significant effect of incidental vocabulary 

learning through comic for EFL students in at-home setting. 

 

Method 

An experimental design was implemented to compare incidental vocabulary learning 

of 34 Thailand EFL students from Anubanchumchon Phukradung School through comic in at-

home setting. The first group was reading comic by reading only while the second group read 

the comic while listening. Both of them have the same pre-test and post-test. Both groups were 

given access to the comic namely “Fushigi Neko no Kyuu-chan”, it’s a short comic with 4 

panels/boxes with simple words/phrases. The author decided to use this comic to match their 

level so that it would be suitable for them and not too difficult to understand. Both groups were 

given the access, and they can access the comic whenever they wanted from home. The comic 

regularly updated every week up to 8 weeks. There were total of 50 chapters, and the comic 

was updated 6-7 chapters every week. Each week, they were requested to read the comics given 

to them at least twice a week. The research was conducted from September until October 2022.  

VKS (Vocabulary Knowledge Scale) proposed by (Wesche and Paribakht 1996) which 

later validated by (Karakaş et al. 2012) was used to assess student’s vocabulary learning 

progress of 15 target words before and after the treatment. This five-point test was also used 

by several other scholars to assess the development of vocabulary in similar topic (Arast and 

Gorjian 2016). The VKS was translated to Thai language which had been confirmed by their 

teacher so that they can understand the instructions clearly. The test has 5 points (1-5), the 

score obtained are equal to the points, and if they answer wrong, the score will be deducted by 

one. For example, if the students answer point 4, and they give wrong answer, then the score 

will be reduced by one. 

Data Analysis 
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 The data from this study obtained from analysing the student’s performances from VKS 

test. Normality and homogeneity test were applied because the sample amounted less than 50 

participants. Shapiro-Wilk test used because its more effective in detecting non-normality 

within sample <50. Table 1 shows that the groups who read comic and read comic while listen 

were normal, because the significance values (.106 and .487) were more than the alpha value 

(0.5), thus it can be concluded that both groups were normal. 

Table 1 

Normality statistics   Shapiro-wilk 

 Statistics Df Sig.  

Read while listen .912 17 .106  

Silent read .952 17 .487  

 

 Table 2 shows that between students who read comic and who read while listen were 

homogenous. The significance value of the homogeneity test result was .159, which is more 

than the alpha value (0.5) thus, the groups were homogenous. 

Table 2 

Homogeneity statistics 

F df1 df2 Sig. 

.074 1 .97 .159 

 

 Table 3 shows the mean difference obtained from the two groups and their changes 

which describe as below: 

Table 3 

Descriptive statistics 

Group Pre-test mean Post-test mean Change 
Std. Deviation 

Pre-test Post-test 

Read while listen 19.18 33.94 14,76 2.223 8.158 

Silent read 18.76 25.06 6,3 2.325 6.240 

Difference 0,42 8,88 8,46   

 

 From the table, we can see the students who learn incidental vocabulary trough reading 

while listen to comic gained mean score of 19.18 during the pre-test with standard deviation or 

SD of 2.223 and 33.94 during their post-test with SD of 8.158. Meanwhile the other group who 

only read comic gained mean score of 18.76 during pre-test with SD of 2.325 and 25.06 during 

post-test with SD of 6.240.   
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 Table 4 shows the independent T-test result obtained from the two groups, which 

describe as below: 

Table 4 

Independent T-test statistics 

 Levene’s test 

F Sig. t df Sig. (2-

tailed) 

Mean 

Difference 

Equal variances assumed 4.060 0,52 3.566 32 .001 8.88235 

Equal variances not assumed 3.566 29.946 .001 8.88235 

 

 It can be understood from the table above, that the significance level (sig. 2-tailed) is 

.001 which means, its lower than 0.05, which can be concluded that the H0 was rejected and Ha 

was accepted. It means that the two groups are not equal, and there is significant difference 

between the two groups. It means that the incidental vocabulary learning of the students who 

read and listen to comic gained more vocabulary than those who did not. 

Discussion 

 This study has explored incidental vocabulary learning of EFL junior high school 

students through comic in at-home setting with different treatments. One group read the comic 

while listening, and the other is read-only group. The finding indicated that when provided 

with comic and audio to assist the learner in learning incidental vocabulary, students showed 

an improvement in learning incidental vocabulary than the students who were not. The students 

who read and listen to the comic showed better result than students who only read. This finding 

in line with research conducted by Chang and Millett (2015) and Teng (2018) which reported 

that students who read-while-listen achieved better progress than the students in only-read 

condition. The students who read and listen to the comic reported that they can enjoy the comic 

easily because the audio helped them when they were reading. The comic chosen was short 

and suitable for them, so when given more help through audio, they could understand it easier. 

Although the finding of previous research conducted by Kirchhoff and Mision (2022) 

indicated that reading while listening could distract the reading process, or affecting the reading 

quality, it could be the fact that the reading materials used was heavy or too much. Given the 

situation where the reading materials were not heavy like short comic, it could make the reading 

process much enjoyable while listening. The author also noticed that the students also enjoyed 

reading the comic, and showed a positive attitude towards it. When asked about their opinion 

about read and listen to the comic, they replied with many responses. Some said that it was fun 

because its like watching a short video, some also reported that they learned how to pronounce 

words that they did not know how to pronounce it before. From this finding, it can be seen that 

audio-assisted comic could help the learner to improve their pronunciation aspect. This finding 

was also found in research by Kirchhoff and Mision (2022) which stated that their students felt 

an improvement in pronunciation aspect.  
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The finding from this study also in line with the previous researchers who had 

researched the use of comic to learn incidental vocabulary (Aliyar and Peter 2022; Arast and 

Gorjian 2016). It was proved that learning incidental vocabulary could also be achieved using 

audio-assisted comic in at-home setting. This opens the opportunity to try to grow reading habit 

in EFL students in their home by introducing them to comic. 

Conclusion 

 This study aimed to investigate the the prospect of using comic to learn incidental 

vocabulary in at-home setting. The finding from this research indicated that, learning incidental 

vocabulary through reading comic while assisted with audio could help the students to learn it. 

It is also indicated that reading comic in out of school environment could also help the students 

to learn incidental vocabulary. Introducing the students to read could make them get used to 

read outside of the classroom so that they could grow a reading habit by reading something fun 

like comic. There are many cases where people grow their reading habit starting from reading 

something simple like comic, magazine, or anything that could provide them an extra 

excitement or fun when reading. 
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